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If you would like to read the full consultation document and questions these can be found at:
http://www.equalities.gov.uk/news/civil_partnership.aspx - introductory page.
http://www.equalities.gov.uk/pdf/425156%20Civil%20partnerships%20tagged.pdf – for both
consultation (90 pages) and consultation response form (31 pages).
We are not giving you all the questions in the consultation as you can find them in the above link and can reply individually; but Mothers’ Union is replying as an organisation and is therefore, also giving you some different but related questions overleaf to help us with our final response.

If you have any queries on this consultation that you would like to ask the Government about before you reply to our questions, please email civilpartnerships@geo.gsi.gov.uk
If you have any queries on this consultation that you would like to ask the Mothers’ Union about before you reply to our questions, please email fleur.dorrell@themothersunion.org 
or ring Mary Sumner House on 0207 222 5533.
Thank you for your time and consideration as this will help us to make a truly representative response on behalf of the Mothers’ Union.
Fleur Dorrell, Head of Faith & Policy.

QUESTIONNAIRE to be returned to Fleur Dorrell at the address on page 1. 
NAME OF DIOCESE

............................................................................................

Please tick if this is an INDIVIDUAL RESPONSE ..........................................................


Please tick if this is a GROUP RESPONSE ..........  How many people in group?............ 
Please tick each question with your answer and any comments as appropriate.
Questions marked with an * asterisk are Mothers’ Union questions.
Question 1

Do you think that same-sex couples should be allowed to register their partnerships on religious premises?* 





Yes



No
Comments
Question 2

Would you approve of the Church of England allowing the registering of civil partnerships on their religious premises?*
Yes



No

Comments

Question 3

Would you approve of same-sex couples registering their partnerships in your church?*
Yes



No

Comments

Question 4

Do you agree that religious premises should be open to the public while a civil partnership is registered?
Yes



No

Comments

Question 5

Do you agree that religious premises should be allowed to keep their religious symbols, decorations and objects in place while civil partnerships are registered?

Yes



No

Comments

Question 6

Given that faith groups are not legally obliged to offer their religious premises, does this approach sufficiently protect faith groups and ministers of religion, or is additional protection needed?
Yes



No

Comments

Question 7

Some Christians who are in a committed same-sex relationship would like to be able to celebrate their love and commitment in the context of a religious service. Do you think the proposed measure is sufficient to enable this to happen?*
Yes



No

Comments

Question 8

This measure states that the registering of civil partnerships on religious premises will remain a secular process. Do you think this distinction should be removed and civil partnerships be equivalent to, and renamed as, marriage in line with heterosexual marriage?*  
Yes



No

Comments

Question 9
Have you engaged with the Mothers’ Union’s We are Created by God resources in:
Reading the resources?

Yes 



No

Being part of discussions on the issues in the We are Created by God resources?
Yes 



No

Facilitating any discussions on the issues in the We are Created by God resources?

Yes 



No

Any further comments? Please write here.
MOTHERS’ UNION’S RESPONSE TO THE UK GOVERNMENT’S CONSULTATION ON THE REGISTRATION OF CIVIL PARTNERSHIPS ON RELIGIOUS PREMISES.





In February 2011 the UK Government announced its commitment to enabling civil partnerships (same-sex) to be registered on the religious premises of those faith groups who wished to host them.  This would be done by implementing section 202 of the Equality Act 2010. The Government Equalities Office has issued � HYPERLINK "https://muemail.themothersunion.org/exchweb/bin/redir.asp?URL=http://www.equalities.gov.uk/news/civil_partnership.aspx" \t "_blank" �a consultation �regarding the proposed permission enabling the registration of civil partner-ships on religious premises. This is part of a longer term commitment to consult on further develop-ments in legislation, including progress towards equal marriage and partnerships.





This provision: �a) removes legal prohibitions on civil partnerships being registered on religious premises �b) enables regulations to be made setting out the arrangements for these premises to be approved by the local authority �c) clarifies that there is no obligation on faith groups to have civil partnership registrations on their premises and that they can reverse their decision at any time. 





Civil partnerships on religious premises: a consultation sets out detailed proposals for this voluntary measure.  The proposals are designed to enable faith groups to opt in, respect the different decision-making structures of different faith groups, minimise the risk of successful legal challenges and be straightforward for local authorities to operate.  The law will make clear that faith groups are not obliged to host civil partnerships.  It would also be unlawful for a civil partnership to be registered on religious premises that had not been approved for the purpose by the local authority.  Approval will be given only with the approval of the faith group concerned and would be granted after evidence is shown stating that consent has been given. 





The Government proposes a two stage process for enabling civil partnerships to be registered on particular religious premises.  First the faith group concerned will have to consent to this and the consultation document sets out how this could happen.  Faith groups can specify an individual or a governing body who is authorised to give consent and this may be given in general or on a case by case basis. Then the local authority in whose area the premises is located will have to approve the premises and the consultation document sets out what conditions should apply to the approval.  The registration of civil partnerships would remain secular, despite taking place on religious premises, but a religious service could be held to mark the registration. 





The Government believes that the consultation will be of particular interest to:


Faith groups including religions, denominations and independent religious congregations 


Lesbian, gay and bisexual (LGB) organisations, LGB individuals, their families and friends 


Local authorities, including registrars and other relevant local authority employees


Owners and managers of buildings approved for civil marriages and civil partnerships.






























































WHAT WE’D LIKE YOU TO DO:


Mothers’ Union will be making an organisational response and would therefore value your opinions on this issue. We understand that the deadline is very tight but if you have time, please reply to us either as an individual or discuss this consultation among your members and answer the questions overleaf. 





DEADLINE FOR MEMBERS’ RESPONSES: 31ST MAY 2011 as the F&P Unit has to collate all responses and feedback to the Trustee Board on 7th June for final submission by 23rd June 2011.


EMAIL OR SEND YOUR ANSWERS TO: �Email:	Fleur Dorrell, Head of Faith & Policy  � HYPERLINK "mailto:fleur.dorrell@themothersunion.org" �fleur.dorrell@themothersunion.org�


Send:	Fleur Dorrell, The Mothers’ Union, 24 Tufton Street, London SW1P 3RB.




















PREPARATION AND QUESTIONS FOR INDIVIDUAL OR GROUP USE





Before you begin your discussions and readings of the questions, it might be helpful to spend some time in prayer.  Ask God to guide you on behalf of the Mothers’ Union as you approach this issue and answer the questions overleaf.





Suggested Opening Prayer





Lord,


as we meet together, help us to listen, to understand and to remember.


Help us to be aware that we are meeting not simply with each other, but with you:


make your presence real to each one of us.


As we listen help us to concentrate, so we hear what is intended and what is your will.


Give us courage to say what needs to be said �and humility to respect opinions with which we do not agree. Amen





When you have finished your discussions you may wish to end with a prayer.





Suggested Closing Prayer





We thank you Father for this time together.  �As we think on these things, �please continue to guide and inspire us.


As we grow in relationship with each other, �please fill us with your love.


As we leave this place, �please assure us of your presence with us. Amen





Reflection:


Faith is a living, restless thing. It cannot do nothing. We are not saved by works; but if we do no works, there must be something wrong with our faith.  Martin Luther, 1483-1586.






















































































4

